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RANCHERO  
 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
 

 
Mission Statement 

 
“Our Mission is to provide a positive, supportive, and mutually respectful environment which encourages 

all learners to accept challenges, to strive for personal excellence, and to become responsible life-long 
learners.” 

 
Ranchero Elementary School’s High 5 Values 

 
Respect, Responsibility, Compassion, Honesty, and Fun 

 
School Goals 

 
School goals are developed by the staff, each school year.  Goals are based on our mission statement, our 
school improvement planning sessions, and the goals developed by the Board of Education and Ministry 
of Education.   
 
School Goals for 2017-2018 
 
Goal #1: 
To develop all students’ ability to read with accuracy and fluency, in order to increase their 
comprehension of the text being read. 
 
 
Goal #2: 
To develop/strengthen the positive relationships among students, enabling all students to solve problems 
in peaceful ways and contribute to the school community in meaningful ways. 
 
 
Goal #3: 
To develop all students’ foundational skills and concepts in Numeracy, enabling students to successfully 
apply those skills and concepts to a wide range of real-life situations. 
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Open Door Policy 
 
We welcome comments and suggestions that allow us to provide a more effective service.  We take the 
education of your children seriously and we hope to maintain positive communication between home and 
school.  If concerns arise during the school year, parents are asked to refer classroom issues to the 
classroom teacher first.  Teachers, as professionals, want to be the first to know if a parent has a concern.  
Should matters not reach a satisfactory conclusion or if there are additional concerns, parents can refer the 
matter to the principal. 
 
For more information, please refer to SD #83’s Problem Solving Pamphlet for Parents, which can be 
found at:  http://bit.ly/1qaLuCN 
 
Parent Involvement 
 
We encourage parent participation at the school.  If you would like to help by listening to children read, 
put up displays, obtain/prepare materials, or you have a special talent or passion you would like to share, 
please let your child’s teacher know. 
 
There are different ways that parents can support their children’s learning at Ranchero Elementary.  Some 
of these are: 

• Talking with children about learning and valuing education 
• Assisting in school activities, field trips, sports events, etc. 
• Providing a quiet place and time for homework 
• Keeping in touch with teachers through the student agenda planner 
• Reading to/with their children everyday 
• Helping in the classroom 
• Supporting/participating in the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 

 
Parent Volunteers 
 
All parent/community volunteers must agree to abide by the following Code of Ethics. 

1. Respect the confidentiality of the teacher and the children, and refrain from discussing them 
outside the school situation.  If you have any questions or concerns, share them with the teacher. 

2. Practice tolerance and understanding towards the children and teachers with whom you come in 
contact.  Be sensitive to the teaching role.  Strive to be accepting of all the children.   

3. Be dependable.  If you agree to undertake a task, follow it through by attending at the times and 
dates arranged.  Be realistic about the amount of time you can spend.  If you must be late or 
absent, please contact the teacher. 

4. Be sensitive to the needs of your own child and, with the teacher, decide whether or not it is 
advisable to volunteer in your own child’s classroom. 

 
Parent/community volunteers are required to complete a Criminal Record Check prior to volunteering in 
the school or on field trips, in an unsupervised role (the teacher is not present).  Criminal Record Checks 
are free, when the parent/community volunteers submits a letter from the school to the RCMP. 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/1qaLuCN
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Reporting to Parents 
 
Teachers will formally report to parents about their child’s progress three times during the school year.  
At least two other less formal contacts will be made during the year.   
 
We expect all students to have a planner.  This enables student, teachers and parents to communicate 
effectively on a daily basis. 
 
Parent/teacher interviews, either led by the student or the teacher, may be offered to all parents following 
the first and second report card. 
 
Teachers are available at other times during the school year to discuss your child’s program.  Please feel 
welcome to phone the school to set up an appointment time. 
 
Parent Advisory Council (PAC) 
 
The Parent Advisory Committee is composed of parents of Ranchero students, and meets once a month 
with the Principal and a teacher representative.  The mission of the PAC is to: 

• Help Ranchero Elementary School be the best it can be 
• Help create a positive, caring place for our children 
• Help ensure our kids get the best education possible 
• Help enhance the school’s learning resources 
• Promote good communication between parents and staff 
• Act as a liaison between the school and the community 
• Increase parent understanding of school issues 
• Help parents gain an understanding of new programs 
• Lend support and encouragement to the school staff and become a strong parent voice in the 

School District 
• Lend financial support where able 
• Encourage each other as parents to become involved in all aspects of our children’s education at 

home, at school, and in the community 
 
School Communication 
 
Ranchero Elementary will do its best to ensure families are kept up-to-date on news, events and activities.  
Communication will be made via emails, online newsletters, classroom/school blogs or twitter feeds.  The 
school website and school calendar will be maintained on a regular basis. 
 
Medications 
 
Staff members are not permitted to administer medication to students without specific written instructions 
from parents or doctors.  All medications must be checked in at the office, and will be kept in the office or 
locked up in the medical room.  Please ensure the principal is informed in writing, if your child has a 
special medical condition. 
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Dress Code 
 
The North Okanagan-Shuswap School District expects all students, parents and staff members to dress in 
a respectful manner which is appropriate and conducive to a positive and safe learning environment.  
Appropriate dress is considered to be that which: 
 

• Is safe; 
• Is free of any reference which promotes alcohol, drugs, 

gangs, hate, obscenity, profanity, racism/discrimination, 
sex and/or violence; 

• Is not disturbing or distracting to others within the 
school setting; 

• Is similar to office or retail workplace attire (bras and 
underwear should be fully covered). 

 
Students will be asked to cover up or will be given alternate clothes to wear should these guidelines be 
violated in the judgment of a school principal. 
 
Cold Weather Policy 
 
We believe students stay healthier and learn better if they go outside for fresh air during play times and 
before and after school.  Therefore students will be expected to play outside during their breaks if the 
weather permits.  In winter months it is important that children are dressed with gloves, toques, winter 
boots and warm coats. 
 
If the temperature is below minus 10°C, or if it is excessively wet or windy, students will be permitted to 
stay in during break times.  The principal will decide whether conditions indicate that students should stay 
indoors. 
 
Homework 
 
In the Primary grades, formal homework is occasionally assigned.  However, research has shown that 
children who excel in school are those who have been exposed to books in their early years (aged 0-12).  
Establishing a daily/nightly story time with your child is one of the most valuable learning situations you 
can provide. 
 
In order for Intermediate students to be successful at school, they should develop the responsibility of 
completing homework when assigned.  Homework is assigned at the discretion of the teacher.  Evening 
homework time may be spent completing formal assignments or practicing an existing skill.  Parents may 
wish to encourage the following: 

• Reading for fun 
• Practicing arithmetic facts 
• Studying spelling words 
• Practicing musical instruments 

 
Part of our homework policy is that parents are informed through the planner of formal homework 
assignments.  We ask that parents sign planners each night to indicate that they are aware of the 
homework assigned. 
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If you feel that your child is unable to complete homework assignments within a reasonable time, we ask 
that you notify the teacher. 
 
Student Property 
 
Where possible, all student property should be clearly marked with the owner’s name.  This practice 
simplifies the recovery of lost items.  Parents are requested to not allow children to bring unnecessary 
items of value, or unnecessary amounts of money to school.  It is upsetting to children and parents when 
toys, gifts or items of value are damaged or lost.  Parents’ cooperation in this matter is vital since the 
school is unable to accept responsibility for personal belongings that are damaged or go missing. 
 
Cell Phones and Electronics 
 
Student in Kindergarten to Grade 3 should not bring cell phones or electronics to school.  The school does 
allow students in Grade 4 to 8 to bring cell phones or personal devices (iPad, iPod, tablet, etc.) to school.  
However, the following expectations must be followed: 
 

• Parents should provide the teacher with a note, giving permission for the student to have a cell 
phone or personal device at school.  The school is not responsible for damaged or lost items. 

• Cell phones and other personal devices should be turned in to the teacher at the beginning of the 
day.  Personal devices will be returned to the students at the end of the day, or if they are required 
for an educational purpose. 

• Technology can be used as a learning tool and should not be used as a toy at school.  At the 
teacher’s discretion, cell phones and personal devices may be used at school for educational 
purposes. 

• Students should not be using a cell phone at school to call or text family members and friends.  If 
a student needs to contact a parent, he or she may use the school phone.  Cell phones should only 
be used as a safety measure to contact family or friends when going to and from school.  

 
Lost and Found 
 
Over the course of each term we accumulate numerous lost clothing items.  The lost and found box is 
located in the main hall, where students and parents can view the contents at any time.  At the end of each 
term, clothing will be displayed to all students.  Any unclaimed items will be donated to charity.  
 
Bicycles 
 
Parents are responsible for instructing their children in safe cycling habits.  All bicycles brought to school 
should be walked on school property and parked in the bicycle racks provided.  Bicycles should be locked 
with a sturdy lock.  The school does not assume any responsibility for lost or stolen bicycles.  It is 
mandatory that all children wear cycling helmets when riding bikes to and from school. 
 
Music Program 
 
Our music program is based on the music curriculum prescribed by the Ministry of Education.  We are 
able to provide students with two periods of music each week.  
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Support Services 
 
The Learning Resource Program’s goal is to meet the needs of children who have learning difficulties and 
those who have gifted abilities.  Students may be assisted on a regular basis or for a short period of time 
either in the Learning Resource Room or in the classroom.     
 
We have itinerant staff members who offer the following services upon request:   
 

• Teacher of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
• Counseling 
• Behaviour Management  
• Speech and Language Pathology 
• Physiotherapy  
• Academic Assessment 

 
Should you feel your child requires any of these services, please speak to your child’s classroom teacher 
or the Learning Resource Teacher. 
 
Action School 
 
Ranchero Elementary is an Action School.  Many of our teachers have completed a training workshop 
and we have received resources to use in each of our classrooms.  In addition, we have developed an 
Action Plan for our school which includes daily physical activity for every class, every day.  We will 
continue to promote healthy, active lifestyles in our students. 
 
Sports Program 
 
Students receive a regular P.E. program as prescribed by the Ministry of Education.  Voluntary extra-
curricular physical activities may include: 
 

• Volleyball (October-November) 
• Basketball (January-February) 
• Cross Country (April-May) 
• Track and Field (May-June) 

 
Breakfast Program 
 
Every morning from 7:40 – 8:05, a parent volunteer assists students with receiving a simple and healthy 
breakfast.  The breakfast program is open to any and every student who needs breakfast or an additional 
piece of fruit or some yogurt, prior to beginning his/her day of learning.   
 
Health 
 
We do not have a nurse in attendance at school, but we do call on the community Public Health Nurse 
when help is needed.  Services provided by the Health Unit to the school include immunizations, vision 
and hearing screening, and dental health inspections. 
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Student Accident or Illness 
 
Parents are contacted as soon as possible if a child becomes ill at school or an accident has occurred.  If 
parents cannot be reached, either at home or at work, the person listed as the emergency contact will be 
called.  It is important that we have an emergency contact person recorded at the school in case we are 
unable to reach the parent.  Our staff is unable to diagnose or treat serious injury or illness. Children 
should not be sent to school if they have serious injuries or appear unwell. 
 
Lice Policy 
 
To prevent an outbreak of head lice, occasional head lice checks are conducted at our school. In the case 
of a suspected infestation, the parent will be notified by the principal.  The parent is responsible for taking 
the necessary steps for the child to receive appropriate treatment.  Parents are asked to ensure the problem 
is eliminated prior to the child returning to school.  Parents must make an appointment with the principal, 
to have the child’s hair checked prior to returning to class.  Parents are encouraged to conduct regular 
checks of their children at home to ensure any infestation is detected as early as possible. 
 
Safe Arrival Program 
 
If your child will not be coming to school, please phone the school before 8:00 am.  If your child is not in 
school by 8:15 am and the school has not received a call from the child’s home, the secretary or principal 
will phone and let you know that your child is not in school. 
 
Arriving Late/Leaving Early 
 
If your child arrives to school late, please ensure your son/daughter goes to the office before going to 
class.  If parents are picking up their children early, parents must visit the office and sign out the child. 
 
After School Arrangements 
 
Please remind students that they will only be allowed to use the school phone in an emergency and all 
arrangements for visiting or sports events should be made the night before. 
 
• If you have an emergency and need to change after-school plans for your children, please call the 

school as soon as you know of the need.  Messages left on the school’s voice mail system, after 1:45, 
are not guaranteed to reach your child prior to dismissal. 

• All students are reminded that they are to go straight home after school unless they have made 
previous plans with their parents. 

• If your child is detained at the school for more than 10 minutes, for any reason, you will be informed 
by the classroom teacher. 
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Bus Policy 
 
To ensure passenger safety, the School District has strict guidelines for behaviour on buses.  Students are 
provided transportation courtesy of our School Board.  This privilege should not be taken lightly.  Riding 
the bus is a privilege, not a right. 
 
• The bus driver’s first concern is student safety.   
• Students are expected to sit quietly while riding on the bus. 
• Eating on the school bus is allowed at the driver’s discretion. 
• If a student is getting off at a different bus stop, a note signed by a parent is required. 
• All Kindergarten students must be met at the bus stop by a parent or caregiver. 
 
To and From School 
 
Many parents and students do not realize that the school is responsible for the students from the time they 
leave home in the morning, to the time they get home in the afternoon.  If there are incidents of 
inappropriate behaviour during a student’s walk to or from school, or on the school bus, the principal has 
the right to become involved by investigating the incident and taking appropriate action. 
 
Taking a Vacation? 
 
Each year we are approached by an increasing number of parents who wish to take their child out of 
school for extended periods of time.  Usually this is for reasons associated with family plans or family 
business.  We do not have a procedure for granting students a “leave of absence” from school.  Rather, it 
is assumed that parents will make decisions in the best interests of their own child.   
 
We are respectful of the fact that many of our students have family members who live far away and that 
spending time with them is important.  However sometimes difficulties arise when parents wish to have 
some sort of reassurance that their child will not get “behind” in classroom work.  Although cultural and 
travel experiences certainly contribute to a child’s overall development, absent students do inevitably 
miss many classroom based instructional activities that cannot be duplicated through worksheets and 
workbooks. 
 
Although we are not in a position to provide assignments for children who have extended absences due to 
family plans, we are able to provide the following list of suggested activities.  We hope they will be of 
assistance to parents who need to assume responsibility for their child’s educational program while 
traveling. 
 

• Set aside time each day for reading books.  As many school textbooks and library books cannot 
be taken on extended absences, you may wish to acquire several paperback novels or children’s 
magazines suitable for your child’s age and reading ability. 

 
• Have your child keep a reading response journal where he or she records the reading activity and 

thoughts about what he/she has read.  There are many ways of structuring this, depending on how 
much time the parent and child are willing to devote to the activity. 

 
• Keep a scrapbook of special places or sightseeing.  This can include postcards, pamphlets, 

drawings, etc. with some student writing and labeling.  Maps with routes marked on them and 
short paragraphs about the historical significance of certain landmarks would be useful additions. 
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• Have your child keep a “math journal” or ledger, dealing with changes in time and currency, 
distances traveled, cost of fuel and meals.  These activities can provide a lot of real life practice 
with numbers.  You may also wish to purchase a math workbook that will help your child to 
review basic math skills and learn new concepts.  Stores such as London Drugs, Canadian 
Superstore, The Dollar Store, and Teach and Learn have these basic skill books in stock. 

  
We will be happy to see what your child has accomplished upon his or her return, but will not be 
evaluating or marking these activities.  If you remove your child from school for a family vacation, 
business reasons, or other similar family circumstances, we will assume that you are attending to your 
child’s educational program during their absence from school. 
 
 
 
 
Ranchero Elementary School Code of Conduct 
 
Statement of Purpose: 
 
At Ranchero Elementary School, we believe that every member of the school community should feel 
welcomed, respected, and safe.  We are committed to fostering an optimal environment for learning, an 
environment where socially responsible behaviour is expected, where problems are solved quickly and in 
a peaceful manner, and where all members of the school community feel comfortable to communicate 
concerns knowing that these concerns will be heard and dealt with.   
 
Below, you will find a detailed outline of our “School Code of Conduct.”  If you have any questions, 
please contact our school principal. 
 
At Ranchero Elementary School, we believe that all children have the right to learn and teachers have the 
right to teach in a safe, caring and orderly environment.  Our expectations are that students will maintain 
an attitude that is cooperative, courteous and respectful and that their behaviour will help to ensure a 
productive learning environment can be maintained for all.  
 
A Safe and Caring School Environment is free from acts of: 
 

• bullying, cyber-bullying, harassment and marginalization 
• threat and intimidation 
• violence in any form 
• abuse in any form 
• discrimination in any form including race, color, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 

religious beliefs, ancestry or national origin 
• retribution against a person who has reported incidents 
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At Ranchero Elementary we have four guiding principles as outlined below. 
 
Be Respectful to Yourself – care about your learning and yourself, including your own safety. 
 
Some examples of how you can show this include: 

• always doing your best 
• making good choices 
• being on time and ready to work 
• having your learning materials ready  
• personal wellness (good hygiene, eating well, physical fitness) 

 
Be Respectful to Others – be considerate of others’ personal space and feelings. 
 
Some examples of how you can show this include: 

• always respecting the learning environment and needs of others 
• being polite and waiting your turn 
• treating others with respect (treat others as you wish to be treated) 
• treat everyone as an equal by understanding one’s race, gender identity or expression, sexual 

orientation, religious beliefs, and ancestry 
• using good listening skills 
• being honest and telling the truth 

 
Be Respectful of Property – care about your school and your environment.   
 
Some examples of how you can show this include: 

• clean up after yourself 
• take good care of materials- use them as they were intended 
• ask before borrowing 
• help keep your classroom, school and playground clean and orderly 

 
Be Respectful of the Learning Environment - care about your learning and the learning of others.   
 
Some examples of how you can show this include: 

• listen respectfully to your teachers, guests and fellow students 
• play safely in all areas of the school and playground 
• work cooperatively with students and staff 
• walk calmly and quietly in the hallways  

 
When misbehaviours occur we follow our Progressive Discipline Model. 
 
Our code of conduct is designed to provide guidelines for appropriate student behaviour while under the 
jurisdiction of the school or at any school-sponsored function.    
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Inappropriate behaviour can consist of, but is not limited to: 
• rudeness, swearing, spitting 
• fighting (or play fighting) 
• threats 
• physical, emotional or verbal bullying 
• lack of respect for others, teasing 
• throwing of objects (rocks, sticks, snowballs, etc.) 
• defiant behaviour, insolence 
• unauthorized leaving of school grounds 
• vandalism or littering 
• cheating or not being truthful 

 
Restitution 
 
All behaviour is purposeful.  Restitution is about looking at why the student has displayed a specific 
behaviour (what need is the child trying to fulfill).  The school team (principal, teachers, student and 
parents) will look at creating the conditions for the student to fix his/her mistake and feel good about 
him/her when returning to the peer group.   
 
Step-by-Step Process 
 
Actions will be applied in a fair and consistent manner, respecting individual rights, responsibilities, age 
and maturity; and be restorative rather than punitive in nature.  Each incident is investigated and actions 
are applied based on the evidence gathered. 
 
Our discipline model is progressive in nature and escalates when behaviours are repeated or become 
increasingly serious.  However, serious incidents may immediately result in action of Step 3 or 4.   
 
Step 1- first or minor offence: 

• review of expectations or beliefs with the student 
• restitution - focus on purpose of behaviour and on how the mistake can be fixed 

 
Step 2 - second offence:  

• review of expectations or beliefs with the student 
• restitution – focus on purpose of behaviour and on how the mistake can be fixed 
• parents are informed (phone call or Incident Report sent home) 

 
Step 3 - third offense: 

• repeat Step 2 
• arrange meeting with parents (and student if appropriate) 
• develop an action plan, with input from School-based Team and parents 
• may include a short-term (in-school or at home) suspension up to 5 days 
• if a suspension is necessary, a formal letter will be sent home to parents and included in the 

student’s file 
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Step 4 - serious or repeated offenses which negatively impact others or the learning environment: 
• repeat Step 3 
• possible long-term suspension (over 5 days) or referral to district program 
• in some situations, school administration may consult with district discipline committee 
• consultation with police and/or fire department (if appropriate) 

 
Notification 
 
Expectations regarding acceptable conduct are regularly reviewed throughout the year, both in school 
wide assemblies and in the classroom.  Students are involved in the creation of classroom beliefs, and 
behaviour action plans.  Parents should expect to be notified if their child has been involved in an incident 
where mistakes have been made.   Please note that school officials also have a responsibility to advise 
other parties of serious breaches of the code of conduct.  These parties may include school district 
officials as dictated by School District #83 policy (example: drug and alcohol offences), the RCMP and/or 
other agencies as required by law (example: weapons offences, sexual and/or physical abuse). 
 
Fair Is Not Necessarily Equal 
 
Ranchero Elementary School is sensitive to the fact that students have varying levels of understanding.  
The statement that “fair is not necessarily equal” must, therefore, be given consideration.  For example, 
students’ levels of understanding increase as they grow older and mature.  Thus, behaviour expectations 
and consequences for a student in kindergarten can be different than for a student in grade seven.  As 
well, some students with special needs may have difficulty following the school’s code of conduct 
expectations.  A student who has an intellectual disability may not understand or remember school rules 
and routines.  Students affected by some syndromes may have uncontrollable behaviours.  In these cases, 
support that assists such students to master their behaviours will be part of their Individual Education 
Plan.  Actions taken by the school will always take into account the needs of individual students. 
 


