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Principal’s Message
I want to start by recognizing the extraordinary efforts of the entire Ranchero staff over the past
six weeks. Virtual classrooms have been set up by teachers in a short amount of time, Mrs.
Montgomery has coordinated and connected CEAs with students, connections with families have
continued. Learning has continued, although it is not what it was. Kathy in the office has been a
tremendous support to staff in learning about TEAMS and how to use our new data system
MyEd. Mary Lou, our custodian, has been in the school each day cleaning and preparing for
when schools re open. It is amazing to think this has all happened in just weeks. I am so very
proud of the Ranchero team!
I also want to recognize and thank families for your tremendous support, patience, and hard work
during these difficult and unprecedented times. Many of you are juggling childcare, home
learning, for some of you while working from home and we know how challenging this can be.
Please remember that the home learning opportunities are just that, opportunities, so if you are
feeling overwhelmed slow down, do less, and talk with your child’s teacher about your concerns
and do what is best for your family. We have also appreciated your words of encouragement and
support for our staff. Thank you! I know staff are always trying their best to connect with you,
your children, and to provide manageable amounts of learning activities. We at Ranchero are
here to help. Please reach out to us at any time.
Our current grade 8 students have been amazing role models and have led by positive example.
We are very proud of them and want to find a way to have a safe and appropriate Grade 8
Ceremony in June. How this will look this year will depend on if in class instruction returns prior
to the end of the school year. Thank you to our grade 8 students and families for your patience
and understanding.
Please read on for important information about reporting and assessment this school year, the
2020-21 class placement request process, community supports during Covid 19, and more.
Sincerely,
Doug Cumming
Principal

Virtual Art Fair
Ranchero is hosting a Virtual Art Fair for all students. If you have created art work or a craft, please take
a picture and email it to your child’s teacher or the school email ran@sd83.bc.ca
We will compile all the art work, post it to the school website and let all families know when the work is
posted. We have seen so many amazing pieces of student art work shared since the start of Home
Learning! More information onthis wil be sent home early this week.

Reporting and Assessment
Interim Reporting K-9
Ranchero had an interim reporting period scheduled between Spring Break and June. Our
teachers will be connecting with families to provide students and parents with a check in on their
learning. Again, this check in will depend on family and student availability/participation.
For students who are engaging regularly in the home learning opportunities provided, a phone
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call, email, or Teams meeting are some options staff may use to communicate learning. A
reminder that a TEAMS call from staff will display as an unknown number. For those families
who are not participating, there will be an ongoing check-in with the family to see if there is any
form of support they need.

Final Report Card in June
Students will receive a final grade/mark. As in past years at Ranchero, a student assessment
scale is used rather than letter grades to report student proficiency levels.
Teachers will consider those students whose learning needs or circumstances may require unique
approaches to assessment. These clarifications will guide our decisions in SD 83 with respect to
reporting. Given that we have been providing optional learning activities to families, June report
card grade marks, will be generated by:
 the teacher's professional judgment regarding assessments and learning demonstrated
in terms 1 and 2 used to determine a final grade for June (no mark for term 3),
or
 a ‘third term mark’ plus an improved mark or ‘same mark’ for the final grade based on
demonstrated learning that has occurred during home learning opportunities in term 3.
Therefore:
No student will have a lower final grade than they would have had prior to Spring Break.
However, students may ‘improve’ their grade if they demonstrate a higher level of understanding
through their home learning after Spring Break.

Classroom Placement for 2020 – 2021
With projecting our student enrolment for the school year, 2020 – 2021 it presents as we anticipate
having the following grade configuration:
Kindergarten
Grade 1 / 2
Grade 2 / 3
Grade 3 / 4
Grade 4 / 5
Grade 6
Grade 7 / 8
This may change depend on if new students arrive or current students move. It is important to note
that we will do our best for each Division to meet the student placement criteria listed below. If
your child is placed in the lower grade of a two-grade class this is not a reflection of their previous
academic ability. Just as we have done in previous years, we will strive to create classes that best
meet the needs of all students.
Student Placement:
A group comprised of the child’s present teacher, other teachers who have been
involved in the student’s learning, along with the administrative staff, carefully discusses
the placement of each child. The resulting placement will take into account the whole
child.
The following factors are considered when grouping students:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Class composition including special needs/requirements
Social and behavioural issues
Diversity in development (academic, social, emotional)
Physical/social maturation
Siblings and relations
Friendships / peer relations
Gender balance
Teacher-learner compatibility
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o
o

Class size
Parent information

Requests for classroom placement must be made by email to Mr. Cumming by May 22,
2020. Please email to: dcumming@sd83.bc.ca
We will do all that we can to accommodate parent requests but the final decision must remain
with the school team that decides the best educational placement for each child. Thank you for
your support from home in honouring our final decisions.
If schools are open for in class instruction: Students will report to last year’s classroom on the
first day of school, Tuesday, September 8. We will attempt to have students in their regular
classrooms by Wednesday, September 9, but some changes may need to happen depending
on new students moving to our area and present students moving out of our area. As was done
this past school year, we plan to let students know of their 2020 – 2021 class on the morning of
Wednesday, September 9.
We will continue to update families on any potential re opening of in class instruction
that may impact our decisions.
Thank you for your support from home with this process.

Counsellor TIP Sheet K-7 (age 5 - 12)

These are uncertain times. Every week, almost every hour, we
are changing and adapting our new reality. Below are some
ideas about how to stay well in the face of constant change:

 Daily structure – set up a routine in your house
that provides predictable events. Everyone does
better when they know what to expect next. Part of
that structure can and should be “downtime”
(whatever that looks like in your home!)

 Family meals – whenever possible, eat
together and connect over food.
 Limited media – set up times to hear the news, then disconnect
from it. Monitor what your kids are seeing/hearing online.
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Exercise – take a class off YouTube, try
something new, return to what used to bring you
joy.

 Reach out – stay connected to family and
friends while maintaining social distancing.


Go Outside – breathe the air and
appreciate the environment.

 Practice good sleep hygiene – keep to a
regular sleep/wake schedule, limit screens
before bed and take a relaxing shower or
bath prior to sleep time.
 Read books together. Listen to books from
the library/audible/other apps while you do
something like a puzzle.

 Keep future focused and positive – this is our reality for now, but
it will not be forever.
 Talk about worries! But then set them aside...

 Be present - be mindful when anyone is
talking. Listen. Hear. Be curious.
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 Practice Gratitude - find three things
each day to be grateful for.


Talk about your emotions with
someone safe - parents or other trusted
adults in your family, teachers, friends, a
counsellor...
 You may be feeling grief or loss right now - remember to take
care of those emotions by talking it out and by finding positives in
your life.

How to seek School Counselling:
If you are struggling at all with anything during this time and would like
to talk with a counsellor from your school please let your teacher or
the principal know. They will reach out to us through our regular School
Based Team meetings.
Also know that the Kids Help Phone is available 24/7 https://kidshelpphone.ca/ - you can call – 1-800-668-6868, chat
online, or text – text “CONNECT” to 686868.
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL SUPPORTS
HOUSING
Support

Description

How to Access

⚡ BC Hydro

Bill deferral, payment plans, as well
as crisis funding is available.

Call 1-800-BC-HYDRO
or apply online.

🏦 Freeze on
rental rates

No rent increases are allowed in BC, No action needed. Contact
effective April 1.
RTB with questions.

🏦 Rental
supplement

Provides up to $500/month towards
rent, paid directly to landlords.

🏘️ Mortgages
(CMHC-insured)

Mortgage payment deferrals
available for CMHC-insured loans.

🍁Check with your lender.

🏘️ Mortgages
(non-CMHC)

Check with your lender about
payment deferral options.

🍁Check with your lender.

🛏️ Emergency
Housing

Existing shelters still active and
additional emergency options may
be available.

Call 2-1-1 or search online.

⚠️ See more re: Housing.
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PERSONAL INCOME – WORKFORCE
Support

Description

How to Access

💵 Employment
Insurance (EI)

Existing EI benefit continues to be
available. Provides up to $573/week to
people who have lost income.

🍁Apply online.

💵 EI Sickness
Benefit

One-week waiting period has been
waived.

🍁Call 1-833-3812725 or apply online.

💵 Canada
Emergency
Response
Benefit (CERB)

Provides $2000/month to workers who
lose income due to COVID-19, including
contractors and self-employed people.
(Note: Previous description implied only
those who do not qualify for EI are
eligible for CERB. However, CERB may
actually take the place of EI for new
applicants when available. In the
meantime, those who qualify for EI
should continue to submit for EI, as it is a
benefit that lasts up to 45 weeks and can
continue after the CERB benefit ends on
Oct 3.)

🍁Check back early
April for application
instructions. More info
here.

💵 BC Emergency One-time additional tax-free payment of
$1000 to those on EI or CERB.
Benefit

Check back for
application
instructions.

INCOME SUPPLEMENTS FOR PEOPLE
Support

Description

One-time boost of up to $600 per
💵 GST-credit eligible couple, $400 for eligible
individuals in May.

How to Access
🍁Benefit is paid out according
to your income tax return. More
info here.

💵 Climate
Action Tax
Credit

One-time boost of up to $564 for
eligible families of 4 and $218 for
eligible individuals in an enhanced
payment in July.

Children under 18 years old
must be registered for
the CCB to qualify. No other
action is needed; benefit is paid
out according to your income
tax return. More info here.

👪 Canada
Child
Benefit (CCB)

One-time boost of $300 per child in
May.

🍁No action if you are already
registered for CCB.
Otherwise, apply online.

🤸 Youth in
Care

Youth in care will not age out of
services during the pandemic.
Agreements with Young Adults
(AYA) program payments will
continue despite school closures and
training interruptions.

Agreements with Young Adults
(AYA) program payments will
🧘 Young
Adults Program continue to former youth-in-care
despite school closures and training
(AYA)
interruptions.
💵 Income
Assistance

Existing Income Assistance program Apply online, by phone at 1continues to be available for those in 866-866-0800, or visit your
need with no other resources.
local office.

Apply online, by phone at 1♿ People with Existing Disability
Assistance program continues to be 866-866-0800, or visit your
Disabilities
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available. See also full list of
additional supports here.

👵 Seniors

local office.

Existing programs continue to be
available, including:
—–Old Age Security
(OAS): $614/mo (max)
—–Guaranteed Income Supplement
(GIS): $916/mo (max)
—–Allowance/Allowance for
Survivor: $1389/mo (max)

OTHER SUPPORTS FOR PEOPLE
Support

Description

🚘 Hospital parking

Parking is free of charge at all health
authority owned/operated health care
sites.

🚗 ICBC

Monthly payment deferral for up to 90
days with no penalty.

Call 1-800-6656442 or apply
online.

👪 Emergency Child
Care Funding

Child care providers
receiving emergency government
funding cannot charge parent fees for
any periods of closure or for vacant
spaces and must reserve spaces for
families, starting April.

Check with your
provider to see if
they are in this
program.

🏫 BC Student Loans

Six-month interest-free moratorium on
repayment, starting April.

Repayment will be
paused
automatically.

🏫 Canada Student
Loans

Six-month interest-free moratorium on
repayment, starting April.

🍁Repayment will
be paused
automatically.

🚌 BC
Transit & TransLink

Fare-free boarding on all buses. Enter
through rear of the bus, unless
accessible loading is required.

👵 Registered
Retirement Income
Funds (RRIFs)

Minimum withdrawals from Registered
Retirement Income Funds (RRIFs) has
been reduced by 25% for 2020.

✈️ Emergency Travel Emergency loan of $5000 available to
Canadians travelling abroad.
Loan
🧾 Income tax return

How to Access

🍁Learn more
here.
🍁Dial +1 613-9968885 or send an
email.

Filing due date is deferred to June 1.
Payments owed are deferred until after
August 31.

BUSINESSES (GENERAL)
Support

Description

⚡ BC Hydro Bill deferral and payment plans.
💵 Canada

Covers up to 75% of wages for businesses,

How to Access
Call 1-800-BCHYDRO.
🍁Check back
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Emergency
Wage
Subsidy

charities, and non-profits that have lost more than
30% of their revenue. Max subsidy of $847 per
week per employee, backdated to March 15.

Financing support for small and medium-sized
businesses. Available mid-April.
—–Canada Emergency Business Account: Loans
of up to $40,000 for small businesses and not-forprofits, interest-free for one year. A portion may be
💵 Business
forgivable. Available mid-April.
Credit
—– Loan Guarantee: Operating credit and cash
Availability
flow term loans of up to $6.25 million to SMEs.
Program
Available mid-April.
(BCAP)
—–Co-Lending Program: Co-lend term loans to
SMEs for their operational cash flow requirements.
Eligible businesses may obtain incremental credit
amounts of up to $6.25 million through the
program. Available mid-April.

for application
instructions.

🍁Speak with
your financial
institution. Learn
more.

🧾 Federal
income tax

Payments owed are deferred until after August 31. 🍁

🧾 BC
business
taxes

Payments for Employer health tax (EHT), provincial
sales tax (PST), municipal and regional district tax,
tobacco tax, motor fuel tax, and carbon tax are
deferred until after Sept 30. Scheduled April 1
increases to provincial carbon tax and PST are
deferred.

🧾 School
Tax

Cut of 50% for business and industry property
classes, to be passed onto tenants on triple-net
leases.

🧾 GST/HST Payments owed deferred to June 30.

🍁

🧾 Customs
Payments owed deferred to June 30.
duties &
taxes

🍁

⚠️ See more re: Businesses.
⚠️ Click here: BC Government Small Business Support List

BUSINESSES (BY SECTOR)
Support

Description

How to
Access

🧸 Child care sector

Emergency funding is available for child care
providers that stay open and that close.

Learn more.

🎭 Arts & Culture
sector

$3-million Arts and Culture Resilience
Supplement to give operating and eligible
project clients a supplement of up to $15,000.
Clients will receive a 50% advance on 2020-21
funding.

Via BC Arts
Council.

📰 Publishing and
news sectors

Simplified process for Canada Book Fund and
Canada Periodical Fund. Journalism Tax
Measures.

🍁

🎥 Broadcasting
sector

CRTC Part I licence fees waived.

🍁

🏞️ Tourism
businesses in national
parks and historic
sites

Tourism operators in national parks, historic
sites, and marine conservation areas will have
payments on commercial leases and licences of
occupation deferred without interest until

🍁Wait to be
contacted by
Parks
Canada.
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September 1.
Seafood growers, shellfish farmers, and
processors, will have access to the $5 billion
Farm Credit Canada loan program.

🍁Via FCC.

🚜 Farmers and Agri- Access to the $5 billion Farm Credit Canada
loan program.
Food sector

🍁Via FCC.

🐚 Seafood sector

✈️Airports

Rents paid on ground leases waived.

🍁

⚠️ See more re: Businesses.

FUNDING BOOSTS TO CHARITIES FOR PROGRAM DELIVERY
Support

Description

🥫 Food
Banks BC

Funding boost to Food Banks British Columbia, who will distribute the
money among food banks province wide.

🧒🏼 Kids
Help Phone

Funding boost to Kids Help Phone, which provides young people with
mental health support. 🍁

Funding boost to United Way Canada for local organizations to support
practical services to Canadian seniors, such as: Delivery of groceries,
👵 United
Way Canada medications, or other needed items, or personal outreach to assess
individuals’ needs and connect them to community supports. 🍁

Take care of yourself and your families and looking forward to
when we can be together again!
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