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Principal’s Message 

 

We at Ranchero hope all families have had a relaxing summer break. Welcome to the 2020 – 2021 school 

year. We look forward to welcoming grade 1 – 8 students back on Thursday, September 10. 

 

Thank you to all families for their amazing and positive support from home over the last months. We 

recognize that the transition to home learning that took place last March and the hybrid learning that 

followed was challenging for all. Thank you for your patience and all that you did from home to keep 

your child’s learning moving forward. 

 

I also want to thank the Ranchero staff who went above and beyond in supporting student learning from 

March to June. Learning continued and students and staff rose to the challenge. Ranchero students 

continued to be the respectful, responsible, compassionate and fun students we know them to be. 

 

This school year will look different. School District 83, following the direction of the Ministry of 

Education and Dr. Bonnie Henry, has developed a return to school safety plan that Ranchero will be 

implementing. The plan is different than the plan that was in place last June. Prior to students arriving 

staff will be meeting and implementing our return plan based on School District direction from our Senior 

Leadership Team. 

 

Prior to school start we will email to all homes more detailed information on school procedures that will 

be in place. At this time we can share the following: 

 

 Grade 1 – 8 students will begin school on Thursday, September 10. This will be a full day of 

school, dismissal at 2:07 pm. Buses will run regular schedule this day. 

 

 Kindergarten teachers throughout School District No. 83 will be meeting on September 1. 

Following this our Kindergarten teachers will be in contact with Kindergarten families to let them 

know the plan for gradual entry at Ranchero. 

 

 

 Students from grades 6-8 will be required to wear masks while riding the school bus as directed 

by the Ministry of Education (please see transportation information below). Masks will be 

available on buses and at school for those in need. 

 

 Students in grades 6 – 8 will be required to wear masks when inside the building and in common 

areas and away from their cohort (for example: in the hallways they are required, not required in 

classroom). 

 

  

 Ranchero staff will be at school on Tuesday, September 8 and Wednesday, 9 preparing to 

implement our school return plan. 

 

 Parents / caregivers are to conduct at home health checks each morning prior to sending their 

child to school. Watch for a form acknowledging this daily routine will happen, coming home 

with other school start up forms that can be completed on line through Parent Connect. 

 

 

 It is very important that students stay home when sick 

 

 Cohorts of maximum 60 students will be developed and this will be communicated to all homes 

the first week of School. We want to see our final enrolment prior to deciding on cohorts. 

 

 

 Regular handwashing will continue throughout the day. Hand sanitizer will also be available and 

students may bring their own. 

 



 To begin the year grade 8 students will not use lockers. 

 

 Food will be “pack in – pack out” and students will not be able to share food. 

 

 

 Students will need a water bottle, fountains are closed, and we now have a filtered water bottle 

filling station. 

 

 Additional cleaning will be provided throughout the day as we now have a daytime custodian. 

 

Thanks in advance for your continued support and cooperation. 

 

Please remember, if you ever have any questions, concerns or just want to chat, feel free to give me a call 

or e-mail me at dcumming@sd83.bc.ca. 

 

Sincerely,       
Doug Cumming 
Principal  

 

 

SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION DURING COVID-19 
 

We are all doing our part to maintain safety during the COVID-19 pandemic and are looking 

forward to students being back in school.  If your child will not be riding the bus, we ask that 

you call the Operations Department at 250-832-9415 or email operations@sd83.bc.ca to advise.  

It is very important that all drivers have an up-to-date passenger list at all times. 

Below are instructions for students to safely ride their school bus during COVID-19. 

1. Students who are sick will need to be kept home. Students who develop symptoms while 

at school will not be permitted to return home on a school bus and should be picked up 

by a parent or guardian.  We are not able to transport students who are ill or showing 

symptoms. 

2. Parents will be responsible for their child’s safety at the bus stop. Parents must remain 

with their child K-5 until the bus departs in the morning and then again meet their child at 

the bus in the afternoon. 

3. To ensure that your child is as safe as possible, please review safety procedures before 

riding the bus: 

a. Line up with limited contact when waiting for the school bus. 

b. Always follow the driver’s instructions. 

c. When loading onto the bus, go to the furthest available seat unless the driver 

instructs otherwise. 

d. When unloading the bus, wait until the seat in front has moved before you get up 

to go, ensure physical distancing is observed. 

e. When space is available students will be seated in the window seat away from 

the aisle.  

f. When possible bus routes will utilize a strict seating plan that reflects cohort and 

family groupings.  

g. No eating or drinking (except water) on the school bus.  

4. School Buses will not be accepting unregistered riders which includes after-school 

friends coming home with a bus student.  Alternate transportation will need to be 

arranged in those cases. 

5. Students from grades 6-12 will be required to wear masks while riding the school 

bus as directed by the Ministry of Education.  

6. Your child will receive an updated ‘Procedure and Code of Conduct for Bus Students’ 

form from their bus driver.  Please review front and back of form with your child and 

return the signed bottom portion to the bus driver as soon as possible. 

 

In order to keep students and staff as safe as possible, we will require bus students to follow the 

above rules very closely to avoid the risk of losing their busing privileges. We appreciate your 

cooperation in keeping everyone safe. 

mailto:operations@sd83.bc.ca


**PLEASE NOTE:  Your child’s school bus driver has the option to wear a surgical mask while 

driving their bus as well as a face shield/safety glasses when the bus is stopped, and although 

this has become normal practice for some, please prepare your child for this change in their bus 

driver’s attire. 

As this is an ever changing environment, Ministry needs may change as the school year 

progresses.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


